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A little over a month after the capitulation of the Nazi régime, my step-grandfather,
Leopold Klein, then age 22, wrote his short biography as follows: = Q—!_—e R3S A L.E..L

Tch wurde am 20, 9. 1923 jn Nien als Sohn eines Spenglergehilien
I was born on the 20.9.1923 in Vienna as the son of a sheet metal worker'’s helper. Until aboren, Bis zum 15. Nirz 1938 verlief meln Ieben in normal en Bahnen.
13 March 1938 my life was completely normal. My father was the branch helper in the eip Yater war Xillaldiensr in dgx Haustili al e der J\LJIU-? Meinl A.G..
;)nain b::nch ;fiuliL.Jsbl\'ﬂeizl A.G. —.bec:.uiehof the prena?;{irf IL‘Temp/;)ymer/:tat the time :;' lzm: g:g:i&:‘g:: g::;}‘ b ‘:l :".: a 3;:1’;‘1 ::i "‘ k; ;: ::lau ":.

e could not find a job in the area in which he was qualified. My mother, who was a Schnelderin war, - dorch x&&l itbdt an der t:na,zitllw AUSEC-
qualified seamstress contributed to the household finances by working at home. My staltong des Haaanales Del. Meine Elteaxn und ich fjhrten 459 dankdar
parents and | led a very harmonious family life. At the time, probably because of my age, baste sarmonische .;ms.u taleben. An Politik mtz € ich 2w dies :r Zalt
I was not the slightest bit interested in politics. We went through a series of political viclleicht auch puf Grund meines Alters, nlcht dos gexingste Intaresss,
changes that h: ened under more orl;ess blood, circumsta:ces M fathe‘; who was ~ Wir arledtend ¢ Aeibe von pOI d¥ischen Umwils angen die sich unter
g PP d -yrater, mehr odor wepiger blubtigen tomen vollzogen, Nein Vater der auf die

concerned to bring me up in a strict way, decided that the lesson he should learn was straffe Durchflbrung meiner ithung bedacht war, zag acse Aileson Freig.
to keep out of political events because the colours changed with such rapidity that that nissen fur Sich die Lehre, sich aud den politischen Ercignissen herals~
there was no way one could just go quietly about one’s own business. One always had g’; 3:* ;-n & ‘“"rm ‘::“::'nd;n?lu' RN{ : °:e‘:m‘d'r53 :Z‘t]’:a z::ih‘::

. g€ und man konn u ined Pall in § eq ,
to be prepared to be swept away in the flood created by the next upheaval. That was mpsste i wieder 3 ms sein beim n¥chsten Umsturz mit Aipunter-
my father’s opinion and | had nothing to say against it. So we led the more or less quiet rpm‘ au werden. Pase war die Meinung meines Voters und ich hatte
life that an average working family might lead. Then came the brown invasion of the 13 en nichis satgegenzusetzen! Wir fuhrteh 30 gewisSsSermassen € n"hhi;’cs

Ieben, 4333 50 dem Durchschritt edner Arbeiterfamilic entspraca,

March, 1938: how much suffering and tears have gone down as the history of that day! g0 .
Dann xam in unseres Iand dte bPrauns Invasioo — 13. Mirz 1938 - Wieviela

All of a sudden the quiet life was over for us. L&idvﬂund. Trinen gehen wohl unter diesem Stich‘tag in die Geschichte ein.
After 14 years of service and honest, hard work for the House of Meinl my father, an Mit der Rahe 10r uns war es schlagartla vorbeid, Main Yater der von Geburt
Israelite by birth, was sacked. Not only that, after the Kristallnacht events on the 10 Israelit war, warde pach l4)J3hriger flelssig >, eshrlificher Titigikeit In

Rause Meinl, entlassen und nicht gexug deassan, er wirde irotzdem er in

November (the assassination of Rath in Paris) and even though he had been baptised in Jahre 1921 sctagft war eine Mutter 15t Arierin) anl¥ssiich aer 10.

1921, (my mother is an Aryan) he was taken to Dachau because of being a Jew by birth. Novembaraktion (Attentat suf Rath in Paris) nur swegen weil or von
After long imprisonment there - two and a half years - he was taken to Buchenwald and gedurt Jude war nach Dachau gedbracht. Nach 1jdhriger Haft in dicsem
six months late to the concentration camp in Ravensbru“ck near Fu'rstenberg where, e Toger xam ey auf 2% Jahye nech Buchenwald vom dort wieder anf ein halbes

Tahr nach Ravensdrick bei Furstenberg ins Xonzentrationslager, wo {hn

on the 17 August 1942, death put an end to his four years of dreadful agony. am 17 Auut 1942 rach ¢ Jahres mrchnu‘u Qralen der T er)Sste

As a first degree mixed blood | was also removed from my apprentice position as sales Jcbh selbst 3ls Mischling I. Gr. warde ecbenfalls von mesinem Lehrposten
trainee and then worked in a Jewish fabric shop until it was forced to close. Finally, in 8ls Verkeoispraktikant entlassen, Xam dann in ein jludisches St 1S‘~
Schdft bis dieses dann auch susperran masste. Endlich Ronnte ich dann

some hidden office of the Meinl concern | was able to complete my business trainin, o s b -
) P }f g in irgead eipem versteckten fimdsl.. Blro des Meinl-Xonzerns meine
in a reasonably tolerable way. Unfortunately some upper-level Nazi found that my face Schulung Jeidlich deanden. Lelder war ich irgesd einem Obernazt a ie

didn't fit and proposed me for the Organisation Todt. However, my physical condition Dauer nicht sy tisch und ich wurde fGr die Org. Todt vorges chlagen. .
was not up to such demands, | had to cope with the results of a bad accident with a lift Lejder eptsprach meins k¥rperliche Konstitutica nicht diesen Anfordervungen
lch hatte an den Tolgen cinss schweren Aufrugsanialles, der mich beindhe

as a labourer in the locomotive factory in Floridsdorf where, as encouragement, | lived ¢ "‘%O':"»E::: ) choi‘;:tm ¢ : :'. e::al :":f:? ‘° QA: g c:g?‘g :ze’ét'sm ‘5:2? T: ‘:‘?n”

through the heaviest of the air raids. Iokomotiviabrix pach
{ die schwerstea luftangrifie.

that almost cost me a foot. But the employment office did finally find me a worthy job

My mother earned a relatively meagre living as a seamstress.

Meine Mutler verdingte Sich €denfills wrienéd alAs Niherin riemlich kiirglich

These events gave my life a sharp change of direction. My life was pulled into politics Diese Zr ci;nl 8s¢ gaben meinem Leben impulsiw eine Nendung, FXXXXKRRNV
against my will. My father, a foe of all politics, languished in a concentration camp - and w0 b v FC e .3 V8 = FeF S AMBLS 3 p00mid 2 b}-be.«'x-ib—“b Fo i 14k hjﬂiwon
for what? Perhaps for his lifelong work simply putting bread on the table for his family? wurde . Meis Lebsa wurds ungewollt In die Politik hinsingezogen. Mein

Vater der cin Peind jeglicher Folitik war schmachtete im Konzertratl ons-
. . . L loger - fily was? Vielleicht fir sein arvedtsreiches Teben das mur der
deeds and actions but was to be responsible for the parents who begat him. This is what 3“&‘ we das thgliche @ 4 sei Pamilie ’1‘1 Neln weil sef Abnen
made me pay attention. It opened my eyes to the wishes and sufferings of humanity. The ucen waren! per nSth &3 »d-» uss niché mohr Réchenschaft ablegen fdr
events of the war followed. | followed the course of military campaigns feverishly. The

No. Just because he had Jewish forebears. A person not only had to account for his own
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German news and normal Prussian propaganda clichés were no longer enough, did not
satisfy my curiosity. Sadly, at the time | just had a self-built radio set that only had local
reception. For weeks | considered how to solve the problem. Finally | got an idea: | did
not smoke and so didn't need cigarettes. | could use these systematically in exchange for
bicycle parts until, after what seemed to be an endless task, | managed to assemble two
complete bicycles. My talent for handwork ensured they were professionally assembled
and through an ad in a newspaper | was able to exchange them for my long-for radio with
foreign station reception.

Now my political hunger was to be fed. | followed political and military events in great
detail not, as you might think, only from the foreign news sources but also by listening to
the top Nazis. That allowed me to form an objective picture of the political and military
situation. In the factory where | worked | also has the opportunity of listening to foreign
radio stations along with other workers who were on air raid duty with me. This gave me
insight into the worries and woes, wishes and hopes of humanity. Even today, without
giving it much thought, | can sketch the path which the peoples of the earth will have to
take in order to be able work together peacefully and to put an end to these organised
pogroms, persecutions and suppression once and for all. It is not acceptable for the
world to be terrorised by a few political megalomaniacs and exposed to destruction for
the sake of securing a golden future for just a few tens of thousands.

That was my life until the collapse of the fascist armies which had fought for such an
ill-conceived cause, liberated by the longingly anticipated—not just by me—Red Army
in Vienna. And now, on with the reconstruction.

We have learned from the past and it must not be allowed to repeat itself.

When | met him | was eight and had just arrived in my new Austrian home having

had to leave my Persian homeland and he was in his late fifties. This sometimes
inexplicably irascible man liked order in his life and his hobbies—collecting banknotes,
for example—involved sorting and systematically archiving them in numerous files and
albums which were housed in a cupboard in the hallway.

| spent a great deal of time with my grandparents and their mothers and as | grew older
they told me stories of both the First and Second World Wars. But strangely they never
mentioned Leopold’s father, great-grandmother Mizi's husband other than to say he had
died young.

| became aware of an old brown cardboard box sealed with white tape that was stored
in the hall cupboard and labelled “mother, father”. Although Grandfather Leopold had
repeatedly promised that | was to have the contents of the cupboard when he died,

| was prohibited from opening that box because it contained, as he said, “the dark
chapters” of his life. Nevertheless, | was not able to resist the temptation and actually
opened the box before he died in 2018 at the age of 95 (his mother, Mizi, had died at the
age of 85in 1980). Going through the box, which contained numerous photographs,
documents and letters sent from various concentration camps, | began to understand
why my great-grandmother and her son did not want to revisit those memories and the
effect that it had on their lives. But neither did they want to irrevocably discard their
evidence.

The father of my grandfather was named Sigmund Klein. He died in 1942 at the age of
48. | have devoted four years to the project that this archive instigated, expanding it with
international research.
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Heimat vesl hame. Leopold Klesn war damals Ende 8iafzig. Dieser manchmal unerklistich angespanme Mara Liobe die Ordsusg in
seaem Loben und seane Hobbys - das Sammeln von Banknoten rem Desspeel oder das Sortiesen und systematische Archivieren voa
Untoriagon uad Fotos & zadizoschon Akton und Alben. die er in etnem Schrask im Pler umesgebrach hane ich verbrachse viel Zest muit
mainon GroDoltorn snd ihrem Mémern und als ich Aler wusde ersihlten sée mir Ceschicines ses dem Exsten und Zwesten Weltkriog. Aber
selmamerwoise orwiiaton e nde Leopolds Vater, den Mann von UrgroBmuner Mizi, sie sagien mur, dass er jung gestorben was. lch
wurde auf elaen alten braunen, mit einem wellen Band verschnlrea Kamnoa aufmerksam, der im Plarschrank und mit “Mutter,
Vater® beschrifiet war, Obwohl Grofvater Leopold wiederholt versprochen hane, dass ich den Inhalt deos Schranks wisde, wean er
starb, wurde mar verboten deese Schachsel ru olinen, wed sie. wie er sagie, "die deaklen Kapitel” seines Lobens enthiedl. D ch k
ch der Versuchung nicht widersiohen und ofinete die Kiste bevor or 2018 i Aller von 85 Jabren stard (seine Muttor Mizi war 1960 im
Alner von 85 Jahren gestorben). Als ich durch die Box ging, die sabiseiche Fotos, Dokumesse und Bricfe aus verschiodenon
Koraentratonslagern enthielt, ich 1 verstehen waram meine Usgrofmoner und e Schn dese und &ie
Auswirkeagen die sie aufl D Leben hatten nich noch einmal aulgreifen wollten. Aber sie wollten aveh richt dio Boweise
dafir ablegen Der Vater meines Grolvalers hiel Sigmund Dein. Er stard 1542 im Ader von 45 Jahren. Ich habeo vier Jahre laag dem von
diesem Aschiv initiierten Projeit gewidmet und s um internationale Forschungen erweitest.
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sein Tun wnd Rendeln, somdern er wird veraatwoytlich gemacht flr die

Eltera die inn agtzdugt habed~ Dies 1iess smich aufdlicken, 5ffattc

mir die Augen Over die Winsche ond Leiden der Menschhedt. =

Ko B ten d1g Kriegsereingisse. Piedernafe vu!ﬂlgte_lch dle

milit8rische Aktiogen. Dies deulschen Rechrichten ynpd die \)bli;’s:
eussische Schabvlonenprapaginds Yeichten nichl menr aus, jaten

51-“212»'.":“:‘ oteusge Z:‘béggou‘w. Ieider hatie Ich aufs

noy einen Bastlerapparat mit dem beim Empiang ortsgebunden wer,Zwiiry-

Mechenlang studierte i1ch pach AbhilTe. Endlich kaw mir eine Jdee,

Ich war l*cltunulu. und Xonate daoher Zigaretten erldrigen, diese

fauschte ich systematiach gegen Fehrryadbestandteile ein, Solagse

pis ich endlich nach 1j3hrigen 23hen Bemiihy 2 xomplette Fahr-

y3der deisamman Matte. Mein Talent zum Bastaln gob dse Gewdar fr

die fachmdnnische Ausfihrung vnd darch eipe Zeltungsanzeige komnte

1ch dong endlich melpned hedss ersehnten Aslandsempiiinges ¢intauschen.

Upd jetzt bekas meine politische Schulung neue, Nahrung. ICh verfolgte

nun {ntensiv die poutﬁcaen Frodgnieee~ uid pilitdrischen Ereignisse.

Nicht vielleichi nar gestitezt jetzt auf Auslandsnactrichten. nein

ich horte mir aach ganz ruhig die Nazispitzen an. 4enn so ¥onale 1Ch

nir =in objektives $ild der politischen umd militdrisches Lage dilden.

In meines Betried ~o-deh-edbes hatte ich daym edenfalls Gelegenhell
sit Arbeitern die aat wir Luftschutzdienst wachten dusiand abru-
hekren.
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Auf diese Weise bekam ich Eipolick in die Sorgen und Kote, Winsche
und ah’?fmm;m der Nenschhelt. Ich kanp heutd ohne Ushorlegung

Weg kennzeichnen wie die Volker der Erde xu einer friedlichen umd
53«4 hsamen Lusgemendybeit cusammanschmelzen milssen Dad diesen
ergaaisierten Menschen jagdan, Drangsalierungen und Unterdrickungen
eln :rh 20 setzen. B3 dorf pacht sein doss die ¥alt von ednigen
pollitischen Grissamahnsinnigen in Schrecken verseizt und der Ver.
vichtung preisgesebea wird nir um elnigen 10.00. Zehntavsendan 23e
goldsicke Tu pichera.omd xzuo vermehrent

60 vollzog sich mein Leden bis aum Zusamsenbruch der faschistischen

AImeen e 1Gr eine untaugliche Sache gexdmpft hatten. -Defrett w4 .-
“f: a4 8ehdmpit ha x ¥ =¥

0icht nur vo» mir Schnsichlig erwartets Rote Armes in Wien.
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